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SOFTBALL ACADEMY

with Mitch Alexander

Collegiate View:
7 Ving i rvision 7

This month, we continue our look at what it’s like to be
recruited and play in different divisions. | interviewed
Annie Kennedy from the University of Maine, a Divi-

fl sion | school. Annie graduated in 2014 from Rocky
BN Point High School (Long Island, NY). She was 1st
=L Team All-state, Suffolk County Small Schools Pitcher
§ of the Year 2013 and 2014, All County 3 years in a
row and League 5 pitcher of the year 3 years in a row. At UMaine,
she earned the title of America East Softball Champion, NCAA All-
American Scholar Athlete and has been on the Maine Business
School Dean’s list.

Q: What specific recruiting activities did you perform and
when? Which ones do you think were most helpful?

A: My dad and | scheduled different clinics basically every week-
end of the winter of my junior year. | got recruited at the Maine
clinic. This is a great way to stand out, especially for pitchers. You
get personal time with the coaches and get to see the campus first
hand. You can also meet the girls on the team. | left Maine on Sun-
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day and by Tuesday | committed to go to school there. | definitely
recommend going to schools’ personal clinics. It was extremely
helpful for me.

Q: How much help did your travel coach provide in helping
you get recruited?

A: My travel coaches helped guide me in the right direction dur-
iIng my recruiting process. Both of their daughters played in college
so they were very knowledgeable to talk to and | am very thankful

| had them. Julie Soviero, my pitching coach also helped me very
much. She kept my confidence up during a few hard times and in-
spired me to not give up.

Q: Did you find that showcase tournaments were an impor-
tant part of your recruiting efforts?

A: For me, | was already committed for my final 2 full seasons of
summer ball. | got recruited at a clinic, February of my Junior year. |
believe that travel ball tournaments helped me prepare for college-
level play. Playing in games against other future collegiate athletes
helped me stay sharp. | know a lot of my teammates did get re-
cruited playing in tournaments, mainly playing out in big Colorado
and California tournaments.

Q: Please describe the timeline of how your recruiting took
place.

A: My process was rather simple. | went up one weekend to Maine
on Saturday with my dad. On Sunday, | attended a Maine soft-

ball clinic in the dome. | pitched for the head coach one on one,
then hit and then fielded. It was a 3-hour clinic. My dad and | had
to leave immediately following the clinic because we had to catch
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